United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Adifatss: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Vu]gtma 223 13-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONORMATION NoT 



10/801.553 



03/17/2004 



Masatoshi Arai 



513 7590 12/07/2005 

WENDEROTH, lino & PONACK, L.L.P. 

2033 K street N.W, 
SUITE 800 

WASHINGTON, DC 20006- 1 02 1 



2004-0384A 



3497 



EXAMINER 



BEAULIEU, YONEL 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3661 

DATE MAILED: 12/07/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/801,553 


Applicant(s) 
ARAI, MASATOSHI 


cxanriinsr 

Yonel Beaulieu 


Art Unit 

3661 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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Art Unit: 3661 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
Claims 4, 6, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 4, it is not clearly understood as to what is construed as a "normal" 
personal computer ''mode'' 

Regarding claim 6, the phrase "such as" (line 5) renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See 
MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim 7 is necessarily rejected as being dependent upon the rejection of claim 6 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action; 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 - 3, 5, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Morgan et al. (US 6,41 1,874 B2). 
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Regarding claim 1, Morgan et al. teaches a movable personal computer using system in a 
motor vehicle (see fig. 1 at least) comprising: a PC holder (18) which is arranged (mounted) 
inside an instrument panel of the motor vehicle to hold a movable personal computer in said 
instrument panel (col. 4, lines 17 - 44) in a manner that said movable personal computer is 
attachable to and detachable from said PC holder (Morgan's computer is portable or hand-held; 
thus, attachable and detachable - col. 6, lines 20 - 34); a virtual image displaying means (19) 
that shows a virtual image of a screen on a display of said movable personal computer attached 
to said PC holder so that the virtual image can be seen from a passenger compartment of the 
motor vehicle, wherein said virtual image displaying means shows the virtual image reflecting a 
partial area of the screen that appears information different from another partial area of the 
screen appeared at the same time and is capable of moving to selectively shift the virtual image 
of the screen from the one partial area to the another partial area of the screen (as illustrated in 
fig. 4 and 7 specifically, there are shown many screens with respective capability of shifting 
frorn one to another; col. 9, lines 10-13; col. 11, lines 20 - 24 at least). 

Regarding claim 2, Morgan fiirther teaches shifting the virtual images according to a shift 
demand signal (by way of control command button 108; col. 10, lines 38 - 45 at least). 

Regarding claim 3, Morgan fiirther teaches said movable personal computer receives 
vehicle state information from the motor vehicle side to output alert information to a driver of the 
motor vehicle (col. 16, lines 46 - 60 at least). 
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Regarding claim 5, Morgan further teaches a wireless communication faciUty (284) to 
communicate between said movable personal computer and outside of the motor vehicle (see fig. 
16), and wherein said movable personal computer shows (displays) an incoming result received 
by said wireless communication facility when a vehicle speed becomes substantially zero Km/h 
(i.e., when the vehicle stops the speed is definitely zero; note also col. 14, lines 17 ~ 64 at least). 

Regarding claim 8, Morgan further teaches said movable personal computer is 
connectable to a Controller Area Network (48) of the motor vehicle to communicate with an on- 
board device (col. 6, lines 35 - 38; col. 7, lines 9 - 34 at least). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4, 6, 7, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Morgan et al. ('874 B2) as appHed to claim 1. 

As discussed above, Morgan teaches all of the limitations, including the computer being a 
notebook sized personal computer (note col. 6, lines 20-21) except for the rotation of the 
display with respect to the body of the personal computer to form either a V-shaped or L-shaped 
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or U-shaped figure (claim 6) and the holder having a lift mechanism adjusting the holding 
position of the computer in a vertical direction (claim 9). 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention Morgan's teaching is at least fully fiinctionally equivalent to the claimed invention 
because it has not been established the geometric shaped figure and the lift mechanism solving 
any stated problem in the art or being for any particular purpose; it clearly appears Morgan's 
teaching performs equally well. 

As to claim 4, it would have been obvious to prevent "normal" (i.e., personal) use of the 
computer when the vehicle speed exceeds zero (i.e., when the vehicle is moving in a case of the 
police chasing a suspect) in order to provide for safety. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yonel Beaulieu whose telephone number is (571) 272-6955. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-W 9-3; F 9-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas BLACK can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/801 ,553 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3661 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
AppHcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Yoih,d^)B^ulieu 
APm^^^xammer 
p^V^-^t 3661 



